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The Mayor’s Book Club is pleased to present 
our Book-of-the-Month for April: 

It’s Fun and Easy! 
Award-winning author Judy Schachner introduces us to Dewey 
Bob, a cute raccoon who lives in his tree house with all of 
his treasured collections.  He loves to find things, fix things, and 
turn them into art.  But there’s something missing from Dewey’s 
collections - a friend!  
Tip #1 - The sheep in the story says, “Some folks are so poor all 
they have is money.”  Ask your child what makes someone 
“rich.”  Is it money, valuables, or something else, like friendship?   
Tip #2 - Dewey likes to collect many different things.  After read-
ing the story, go through the book again and point out some of 
the items in his collection.   
Tip #3 - Dewey’s home is in a big oak tree.  Encourage your 
child’s imagination and storytelling skills by asking what his/her 
“tree house” would look like.  What rooms would it have...a living 
room, a kitchen, a game room? 

Did You Know? 
Copycat!  If you were ever called that 
as a child, you know it was not 
supposed to be a compliment.  In 
spite of that, we know that imitation is 
a powerful tool for learning new 
things.  How much more quickly we 
catch on when we are shown how to 
do something rather than just told.  
And how many skills and habits have 
you acquired over the years just by 
observing others? 
 
Our children are watching us and are 
affected by not only what we do and 
say but also how we do and say it.  
When we speak kindly or sharply, 
whether we approach challenges with 
enthusiasm or dread, if we treat 
others with respect or indifference, 
they absorb our values by imitating 
our actions. 
 
Sharifa Oppenheimer in her book 
Heaven on Earth:  A Handbook for 
Parents of Young Children, says:   
“A simple rule is this, if we want the 
child to do something, then we must 
do it ourselves, in order to offer him 
someone to imitate.”  

The Book-of-the-Month is selected by 
a team of librarians and other experts 
for the purpose of promoting a love of 

reading and providing fun and 
rewarding reading experiences in the 

classroom and in the home. 
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