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Did You Know? 
 

What does your family value 
most?  Honesty, kindness, 
responsibility, hard work, 
friendliness, intelligence, or 
something else?  Different 
families may have different ideas 
about which values are most 
important. 
Books can help you communicate 
your priorities to your children.  
Characters in books can be 
innocent or tricky, careless or 
fussy, brave or fearful, selfish or 
generous.   
Take a little time to find out how 
your child feels about the way the 
characters in a book behave.  You 
might be surprised by their ideas. 

Sponsored by: 

It’s Fun and Easy! 
Sneezy the Snowman by Maureen Wright is about a silly 
snowman who is either too hot or too cold.  The children in the 
story rebuild him over and over each time he melts, but Sneezy 
just can’t seem to get comfortable.  Finally, they find just the 
right temperature after dressing him in a warm hat, scarf, and 
coat, and having ice cream! 
Tip #1:  Sneezy tries to warm up by drinking hot cocoa, stand-
ing next to a campfire, and sitting in a hot tub...all of which 
cause him to melt!  What are some other things a snowman 
should not do? 
Tip #2:  A pair of fun-loving cardinals can be found throughout 
the story.  Look for them drinking cocoa, taking a bath, toasting 
marshmallows, and having a snowball fight. 
Tip #3:  This book is filled with rhyming words (lot, hot, and not, 
for example).  See how many rhyming words you can find. 

The Book-of-the-Month is selected by 
a team of librarians and other experts 
for the purpose of promoting a love of 

reading and providing fun and 
rewarding reading experiences in the 

classroom and in the home. 

The Mayor’s Book Club is pleased to present 
our Book-of-the-Month for December:  
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Bringing the Story to Life! 

Visit your local public library or school library: 
Hampton Public Library:   

http://www.hamptonpubliclibrary.org 
Hampton City Schools – Information Literacy Services:   

http://www.hampton.k12.va.us/departments/
informationliteracy/infoliteracy.html 

Community Resources 

Paws to Read - Main Hampton Public Library, 4207 Victoria Blvd. 
Saturday, December 16, 2017 12:00 - 1:00 PM, Free admission 
Come to Hampton’s Main Library to read to trained therapy dogs and their 
handlers.  They love a good story and don't care if you make a mistake!  
For children ages 6 - 10.  Call the Children’s Desk 757-727-1157 to register. 
Holiday Open House - Willow Oaks Branch Library, 227 Fox Hill Road 
Thursday, December 21, 2017 7:00 - 8:00 PM, Free admission 
Come visit the Willow Oaks Library and enjoy cookies and hot cocoa (first come, first served).  
Plus, check out their information table and pick up some books and movies for your holiday 
vacation.  Call 757-850-5114 for more information. 
Noon Year’s Eve Celebration - Virginia Living Museum, 524 J. Clyde Morris Blvd.,  
Newport News 
Sunday, December 31, 2017, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM, Included with cost of museum admission 
Blast off into the New Year with their space adventure-themed Noon Year’s Eve celebra-
tion!  Come dressed for your space adventure, meet costumed characters from your favorite 
galactic movies, and enjoy a variety of fun, spacey activities.  The countdown has started – 
see you on the launch pad!  

Many thanks to the Exchange Club of 
Wythe, the Downtown Hampton 

Exchange Club, the Langley Thrift Shop, 
the US Air Force Association, and the 
Langley Civic Leaders Association for 

their sponsorships. 

Book Picks 

Activity #1:  Make Homemade Ice Cream!   
In the story, Sneezy finally finds comfort by eating ice cream.  You can make your own ice 
cream at home by following this easy recipe.  You’ll need:  ice cubes, 1 cup of half and half, 
1/2 cup Kosher salt, 2 Tbsp sugar, 1/2 tsp vanilla extract, 1 pint-size resealable bag, 1 gallon-
size resealable bag.   
Combine the half and half, sugar, and vanilla extract in the pint-size bag.  Seal the bag tightly.  
Fill the gallon-size bag halfway with ice cubes.  Sprinkle the salt over the ice cubes.  Insert the 
sealed pint-size bag filled with the other ingredients into the bag of ice and salt.  Then, seal the 
gallon-size bag.  Shake the bag for 5-10 minutes until the ice cream mixture begins to harden.  
When you are happy with the texture, remove the small bag from the bag of ice and enjoy!  

Activity #2:  Pine Cone Bird Feeder 
Remember all of our “feathered friends” this winter (like the cardinals in our story) 
by making a simple bird feeder.  Spread peanut butter generously over a pine 
cone.  Roll in bird seed and hang from a tree in your yard.  Watch the birds flock to 
enjoy a good meal! 

Other Books by Maureen Wright: 
Barnyard Fun 

Grumpy Groundhog 
Sleep, Big Bear, Sleep! 

Earth Day, Birthday! 
Don’t Wake The Croc! 

Anna and the Tooth Fairy 

Other titles to enjoy: 
The Snowy Day 

by Ezra Jack Keats 
Snowmen at Night* 
by Caralyn Buehner 

The First Day of Winter* 
by Denise Fleming 

Footprints in the Snow 
by Mei Matsuoka 

*former book-of-the-month 


