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Did You Know? 
One of the skills your child must 
acquire to get ready to read is 
print awareness.  This just 
means noticing print everywhere, 
knowing how to handle books, 
and understanding that the words 
on the page have meaning.   
To help your child develop this 
skill, when you read a book 
together, identify the title of the 
book, the author, and the 
illustrator.   
Occasionally run your finger under 
the words as you read and let 
your child turn pages for you. 
You can also point out the words 
on signs as you drive.   
 
 
 
 

You can find out more about the 
author, Dianna Hutts Aston and 
see other books she’s written at 
www.diannahaston.com. 

Sponsored by: 

The Book-of-the-Month is selected by 
a team of librarians and other experts 
for the purpose of promoting a love of 

reading and providing fun and 
rewarding reading experiences in the 

classroom and in the home. 

The Mayor’s Book Club is pleased to present 
our Book-of-the-Month for January:  

 

Cover image courtesy of 
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It’s Fun and Easy! 
An Orange in January by Dianna Hutts Aston is about the 
journey of an orange from its origin in an orchard to its final 
destination in the hands of child who shares it with his friends.  
Tip #1:  Repetition is critical in developing early reading skills.  
Read the book again but this time share an orange with your 
child.  Your child will associate reading with a sweet memory. 
Tip #2:  Enhance your child’s vocabulary, comprehension, and 
conversation skills, all while using “orange talk.”  Get those 
conversation juices flowing by discussing one orange fact every 
day for one week.  For example, oranges with large navels will be 
sweeter than those with smaller navels.  This is sure to be a great 
discussion!  During your talk, discuss things like an orange’s 
growing environment, how it looks, the benefits of eating oranges, 
etc.  Your children will love having “orange talks” with you. 
Tip #3:  Take time to look closely at the illustrations.  Discuss with 
your child what he or she sees on each page of the book.  For 
example, ask your child if they can name all the different fruits 
shown in the supermarket scene in the middle of the story.   
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Bringing the Story to Life! 

Visit your local public library or school library: 
Hampton Public Library:   

http://www.hamptonpubliclibrary.org 
Hampton City Schools – Information Literacy Services:   

http://www.hampton.k12.va.us/departments/
informationliteracy/infoliteracy.html 

Community Resources 

Shop for Oranges! 
Visit any local grocery store or farmer’s market.  Wood’s Orchards, located 
at 183 E. Mercury Boulevard, is a local farmer’s market that is open year-
round.  A variety of oranges can always be found! 

Family Movie Night – Main Hampton Public Library, 4207 Victoria Blvd. 
Thursday, February 8, 2018 5:00 - 7:00 PM, (Ending times will vary 
with each film.) 
Join us for fun, books, and a movie!  Admission is free - no registration 
necessary.  All films are rated "G" for General Audiences.  Snacks and 
drinks will be served.  Bring the whole family and watch this month's 
movie, An American Tale!  

Book Picks 

Activity #1:  Make a Sweet Treat   
Prepare any flavor of gelatin by following the instructions on the packet.  Let 
gelatin set for 1 ½ hours in the refrigerator.  Peel and seed your choice of 
oranges.  Chop oranges and add to gelatin.  Let gelatin set for 4 hours in the 
refrigerator.  Enjoy a delicious treat with your child! 
Activity #2:  Dried Orange Decoration 
Cut an orange into round slices measuring ¼ to ½ inch thick.  Place slices flat on a rack in a 
250 degree oven.  Bake for two hours, turning slices three or four times.  Check on the slices 
often.  The slices may require more baking time depending on their thickness.  Cool the 
orange slices until they can be easily handled.  Help your child punch a hole in the top of the 
orange slice using a toothpick.  Run a ribbon or string through the hole and tie the ends into a 
bow.  Now your child has a beautiful orange decoration for their door knob!   
Activity #3:  Orange Teeth 
Cut an orange into six wedges.  Put one of the orange wedges in your mouth and bite down so 
that the peel is covering your pearly whites.  Smile!  You have orange teeth! 

Other titles to enjoy: 
Apples 

by Jacqueline Farmer 
Apples to Oregon 

by Deborah Hopkinson 
Eating the Alphabet 

by Lois Ehlert 

Many thanks to the Exchange Club of 
Wythe, the Downtown Hampton 

Exchange Club, the Langley Thrift 
Shop, the US Air Force Association, 

and the Langley Civic Leaders 
Association for their sponsorships. 

Other Books by Dianna Hutts Aston: 
A Beetle is Shy 

A Butterfly is Patient 
An Egg is Quiet 

Not So Tall For Six 
Bless This Mouse 

Loony Little 

Oliver’s Fruit Salad 
by Vivian French 

The Fruits We Eat 
by Gail Gibbons 

Oranges 
by Jason Cooper  


