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Did You Know?
Teaching your children to read is
an important part of their education and their development as lifelong learners. It is also helpful for
children to view reading as an entertaining and enriching use of
their time.
According to the U.S. Department
of Education, the most effective
way to encourage your children to
love books and reading is to read
aloud to them, and the earlier
you start, the better. Even a baby
of a few months can see pictures,
listen to your voice, and turn cardboard pages.
Look for award-winning books at
your local public library. There
are two famous awards for children's literature made each year
by the American Library Association that are good indicators of
quality work: the Caldecott Medal
for illustration and the Newbery
Medal for writing.
Visit your local library for help
finding books that you and your
children will enjoy.
Source: Getting Your Child to Love
Reading by Kathryn Perkinson, U.S.
Department of Education. For more
information visit: http://www.rif.org/.

The Mayor’s Book Club is pleased to present
our Book-of-the-Month for November:

Sponsored by Hampton City Schools

It’s Fun and Easy!
Children’s Choice International Reading Association and Children’s Book Council award-winner, A Box Can Be Many Things
by Dana Meachen Rau, is about the many imaginative ideas
two children have in repurposing a discarded box. They pretend it is a cave, car, house, and cage. Even when it lies in
pieces on the ground, their imaginations lead them to even
more inventive uses for the box.
Tip #1: Encourage children to use their imaginations by asking
“What if ...?” or “How could...?”. These questions help take
play to an imaginative level.
Tip #2: Encourage creativity by keeping craft supplies handy
like crayons, paper, chalk, fabric, paint, building blocks, flashlights, or clay...anything that will inspire imagination.
The Book-of-the-Month is selected by a team of librarians and other
experts for the purpose of promoting a love of reading and providing fun
and rewarding reading experiences in the classroom and in the home.
Image courtesy of www.scholastic.com
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Bringing the Story to Life!
Activity #1: Cardboard Box Crafts
Just like in the story, imagine of all of the things a box can be! Using items from around the
house (markers, paper plates, construction paper, or whatever inspires you), turn a large storage or shipping box into a race car, pirate ship, puppet theater, medieval
castle, playhouse, or rocket ship (to celebrate NASA’s 100th anniversary).
Or, you can flatten the box and turn it into a city by drawing buildings,
roads, and tracks for your toy cars, trucks, and trains.
You can turn smaller boxes into guitars, book holders, and even costumes
like a robot!
Activity #2: A Trace of Autumn
Make a unique piece of art with your child to celebrate the autumn season. Gather leaves with
interesting shapes and sizes. Get out some paper and crayons (colored pencils will work,
too). Find a flat surface to place one of your leaves. Cover the leaf with a piece of paper and
help your child gently color over the paper to reveal a leaf tracing. Have your child sign his/her
name on the leaf tracing and display it on the refrigerator or in your child’s room.

Book Picks

Other titles to enjoy:

Other Books by Dana Meachen Rau:
Robot, Go Bot!
Bob’s Vacation
Flip, Flop!
Circle City
Family Photo

Corn Aplenty
Purple is Best!
Chilly Charlie
The Secret Code
So Many Sounds

Not a Box
by Antoinette Portis
Big Box for Ben
by Deborah Bruss
A Box Story
by Kenneth Kit Lammug
Sitting In My Box
by Dee Lillegard

Community Resources
29th Annual Lighted Boat Parade – Downtown Hampton Waterfront
Friday, December 8, 2017 7:00 PM, Hampton Maritime Center, Free
The boat parade sets sail at 7:00pm. Don't have boat? Join Santa
aboard the Miss Hampton II Tour Boat. Make reservations at 757-722
-9102 (a contribution of an unwrapped toy for each 2 people for Toys
for Tots is required). Captains who wish to enter their craft in the
parade are encouraged to call 757-727-1276.
Music will be provided by the local band Little Doors from 6:00-9:00pm. Food and beverages
will be available for purchase. Stay for the Bedtime Story with Santa in the Crowne Plaza
Marina Hotel lobby at 8:45pm.
Hampton Holly Days Parade: Holiday Lift Off
Saturday, December 9, 2017 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM, Free
Come to Downtown Hampton to experience the largest illuminated
parade on the Peninsula. This year's theme is "Holiday Lift Off" in
celebration of NASA's 100th anniversary in Hampton. High School
marching bands will provide fun music to listen to as you enjoy a
parade through Downtown Hampton. The parade route runs through
Downtown and finishes at Darling Stadium.
Visit your local public library or school library:
Hampton Public Library:
http://www.hamptonpubliclibrary.org

Hampton City Schools – Information Literacy Services:

http://www.hampton.k12.va.us/departments/
informationliteracy/infoliteracy.html

Many thanks to the Exchange Club of
Wythe, the Downtown Hampton
Exchange Club, the Langley Thrift
Shop, the US Air Force Association
and the Langley Civic Leaders
Association for their sponsorships.

